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THE BISHOP OF DURHAM ON THE PROGRESS 
OF PEACE. 

We take from the Daily Echo of Sunderland, England, 
the followering resume' of a remarkable speech recently 
made by the Bishop of Durham, on taking the chair as 
president of " a large and representative " gathering met 
to listen to a lecture on " Armed Europe " by Mr. Samuel 
J. Capper of London. 

"The Bishop of Durham said that as year after year 
it was his privilege to speak on the subject of peace, he 
was always encouraged by feeling that the cause was 
steadily, if even more slowly than its supporters could 
wish, making progress. They could none of them fail to 
notice how in different forms this great idea of peace was 
spreading slowly but surely throughout society and 
throughout nations. They felt that the relation between 



classes and peoples was very different to what it was 
some fifty years ago. They heard on all sides ideas as 
to the dependence of peoples on one another, of solidarity, 
of brotherhood, and of co-operation, and, though they 
knew well that great words might be misused, yet he be- 
lieved their popular currency amongst the people forced 
many in some degree to think about the ideas that they 
involved. When he looked back to the time of his 
schooldays, spent in Birmingham some fifty years ago, 
during the turbulent times of the 

CHARTIST MOVEMENT, 

he could not but feel that he was living now at the close 
of his life in what was practically a new world. Look, 
for instance, at the different conceptions of patriotism 
then and now. He believed Englishmen were as true 
patriots as their forefathers, but in what a different sense 
did they fulfil that noble characteristic. The one thought 
at the time of his schooldays was that of the dominance 
of England ; of the universality of the political constitu- 
tion of England as applicable to all nations. The one 
desire was that all nations and all peoples should imitate 
us — as if we were the one type of humanity ; but we had 
learned in the last half century a very different lesson. 
It was recognized now more clearly that God in his great 
wisdom had assigned to other nations other parts, per- 
haps equally as necessary as that part assigned to us, for 
the fulfilment of the one idea of humanity. It was now 
recognized that nations, like individuals, must work to- 
gether with hearty good will, all bringing their special 
endowments, their special opportunities, as a contribu- 
tion to the welfare of the whole race. We had learned 
that there was 

ONE LAW OF LIFE, 

one test and standard of greatness, both for men and for 
nations. That standard was not how much a man or a 
nation had claimed and got for himself, but what service 
the man or nation had rendered to others. An illustra- 
tion of the change to which he had referred was to be 
seen in regard to the practice of duelling. When he was 
a boy it was common in England. Now it was univer- 
sally condemned, because it was felt that a man's life 
was not his own to dispose of, but was to him an oppor- 
tunity for service, and the life of the man and of the 



